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1. Summary  
 
1.1 This paper asks the Committee to note the report on the environmental pressures of London’s 

long-term growth, Growing, growing, gone. 

 
 
2. Recommendation 
 

2.1 That the Committee notes the report on the environmental pressures of London’s 

long-term growth, Growing, growing, gone: Long-term sustainable growth for London, as 

attached at Appendix 1 to the report. 

 

 

3. Background   
 
3.1 At its meeting on 4 June 2015, the Committee delegated authority to the Chair, in consultation with 

party Group Lead Members, to agree the scope and terms of reference for an investigation into the 

environmental pressures of London’s long-term growth.  Following consultation, the Chair agreed a 

set of terms of reference for the investigation. 

   

3.2 At its meeting on 5 November 2015, the Committee agreed to expand the scope of the investigation 

to incorporate consideration of materials management and the circular economy.  The final terms of 

reference were: 

1. To examine the environmental implications of London’s expected long-term growth to around 

2050.  Focussing on: 

a. Energy supply, demand and distribution 

b. Water management;  

c. Green infrastructure;  

d. Recycling, materials streams and the circular economy. 



        

2. To evaluate relevant aspects of Mayoral strategies, primarily the London Infrastructure Plan 

2050 and related work such as the Green Infrastructure Taskforce and the Energy Plan, and the 

London Plan, assessing the start that is being made on planning and preparing for the future. 

3. To contribute to the agenda for effective long-term planning to manage the environmental 

impacts of London’s growth and establish the city on a sustainable footing for the later 21st 

century.  

3.3 Officers confirm that the report and its recommendations fall within these terms of reference. 

3.4 The Committee held scrutiny sessions, with panels of invited experts, for this investigation at its 

formal meetings on 1 October, 5 November and 10 December 2015. 

 

 
4. Issues for Consideration  
 

4.1 The Committee is recommended to formally note the report Growing, growing, gone: Long-term 

sustainable growth for London, as attached at Appendix 1. 

 

4.2 After informal agreement from party Group Lead Members, the report was published on 

9 March 2016.   

4.3 This report suggests the following agenda for the 2016/17 Mayoralty: 

 

Recommendation 1 

The next Mayor should put long-term sustainability at the heart of all Mayoral strategies, positioning 

London to benefit from the century’s economic shifts, while improving quality of life for Londoners, 

biodiversity and resilience to severe weather, and reducing London’s impact on the global 

environment. 

 

Recommendation 2 

The next Mayor should: 

 Further develop and build on work with water management bodies to secure greater 

integration of water strategy across supply, demand, drainage and flood risk; 

 Use Mayoral powers to fully support integrated water strategy, including by: 

 Embedding sustainable integrated water management strongly in statutory Mayoral 

strategies, including the London Plan and the Transport Strategy as well as a new 

Environment Strategy; 

 Using Mayoral funding streams, including housing, transport and retrofit 

programmes, to support water strategy where appropriate; 

 Requiring integrated water management plans for major new development areas; and 

 Continuing to support the London Water Group and ensuring that Mayoral bodies 

engage with its work and Mayoral water strategy. 

 Using these powers, promote sustainable measures such as sustainable drainage, permeable 

paving, dual water systems, and rainwater capture, especially where they offer multiple 

benefits; 



        

 Progress the work outlined in the Sustainable Drainage Action Plan, keeping it under review 

with regard to implementation and any additional needs emerging from population growth, 

development or climate change; 

 Lobby Ofwat (The Water Services Regulation Authority) and government for necessary 

regulatory changes to permit integrated, sustainable and long-term-focussed water strategy 

(these may include aligning or integrating drainage plans with water resource management 

plans, and ensuring that longer-term strategy is drawn up before shorter-term business 

plans); and 

 Engage in the debate on options for a major new water source to meet projected water 

shortfalls. 

 

Recommendation 3 

The next Mayor should: 

 Seek to protect London’s green and blue infrastructure and add to it where possible; 

 Ensure London gets more environmental service benefit out of its green and blue 

infrastructure by strategically planning the infrastructure’s multiple uses; 

 In the Environment Strategy, set out how green and blue infrastructure will be evaluated and 

mapped by function, and how these functions will be protected and enhanced as London 

develops (this could complement or expand on the Infrastructure Asset Register); 

 In the London Plan, amend the green space hierarchy to take account of uses and not just 

area, promote the accessibility of green space and require strategic assessment of green 

infrastructure requirements for developments; 

 Take forward the report on the Green Infrastructure Task Force; 

 Encourage multifunctional uses, including enhancing drainage and biodiversity, in 

Mayor-funded parks programmes; 

 Set ambitious further river restoration targets and recognise the benefits of upper river 

catchment flood alleviation in the next iteration of the London Plan; and 

 Look for ways to further discourage the paving over of front gardens and to reverse this 

trend, for example by showcasing good practice in de-paving 

 

Recommendation 4 

The next Mayor should: 

 Plan for London to reduce its overall energy usage, for example as in the London Energy 

Plan Low demand scenario, rather than increase it as in the Infrastructure Plan (reduction 

should be particularly considered in carbon-intensive uses); 

 Carry energy efficiency and other demand reduction measure’s through to revisions of the 

Infrastructure Plan, London Plan, Economic Development Strategy, Housing Strategy and 

Transport Strategy, as well as the Environment Strategy; 

 Retain and implement the zero-carbon homes standard; and 

 Review energy efficacy retrofit programmes with a view to implementing more effective 

models and accelerating retrofit activity to meet the 2025 climate change targets. 

 

 



        

Recommendation 5 

The next Mayor should develop the London Infrastructure Plan, London Energy Plan and 

London Plan to better show how energy distribution infrastructure and strategy will: 

 Achieve London’s potential for solar energy; 

 Promote the development of decentralised electricity generation and grid connection, 

including by maintaining the zero-carbon homes requirement;  

 Work with the Government to establish how far the UK will bind itself to decarbonisation of 

grid electricity and therefore how viable is a low-carbon strategy based on centralised grid 

electricity;  

 Deliver heat via district-scale networks (actions may include planning requirements, funding, 

and effective action against air pollution, as well as existing policies); 

 Promote the development of demand-smoothing electricity technologies such as the 

smart grid and energy store; 

 Adapt to a post-fossil-fuel world, especially in the case of heat networks and existing fossil 

fuel infrastructure; and 

 Allocate investment efficiently between distribution capacity, energy efficiency and 

decentralised generation.  

 

Recommendation 6 

The next Mayor should put circularity at the heart of London’s economic development strategy. 

 

Recommendation 7 

The next Mayor should: 

 Give priority and strategic focus to the top of the waste hierarchy: waste reduction; renting 

and service provision; and re-use; 

 Measure and target these parts of the waste management mix; 

 Next prioritise lower-carbon, value-preserving forms of reprocessing, such as repair and 

remanufacture, distinguishing them from destructive recycling; and 

 Use economic development strategy to facility (and take advantage of) the circular economy 

by helping London businesses lead of design and manufacture changes and the use of 

reprocessed materials. 

Recommendation 8 

The next Mayor should bring together stakeholders to develop a route map to standardised 

municipal waste collections across London.  Some business waste could be included as well. 

 

 

5. Legal Implications 
 
5.1 The Committee has the power to do what is recommended in this report. 

 

6. Financial Implications 
 
6.1 There are no direct financial implications to the Greater London Authority arising from this report. 
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